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Commissioned by and warmly dedicated to

THE
NEBRASKA CHAMB
PLAYERS
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...and a special thanks to the 100+ backers of the Kickstarter.com campaign to
fund the recording project "ASHFALL.: Chamber Music of Rusty Banks.”

http://mwwww.kickstarter.com/projects/18157571 249/ashfall-music-unearthed



ASHFALL

INstrumentation

Flute (piccolo, alto flute)
Clarinet in A
Oboe
Bassoon

Hom in F

Marimba (3 "China" cymbals)
Piano
Harp

Violin |
Violin |
Viola
Violoncsllo
Bass

Music Boxes (or celeste, or toy piano)

Duration ca.15' 45"
Contact rusty@rustybanks.org for rental information
Rusty Banks © 2012 (BMI)



PROGRAM NOTE:

12 million years ago, in what is now Nebraska, a prehistoric rhino and her calves drink, without
urgency, from a watering hole in the savannah-like grasslands. A thousand or so miles away, in
what is now Idaho, a supervolcano eruption sends an enormous plume of ash in the direction of
the watering hole. Drifting in like a light snow at first, the volcanic ash, which is actually fine
particles of glass, covers much of the grassland, suffocating the pre-historic rhinos, as well as
much of the other fauna.

Discovered by Mike Voorhies in the later 20th century, the “Ashfall Fossil Bed” has the
best-preserved specimens of many of the species to be found there. Fully articulated skeletons of
hundreds of prehistoric animals are found fully intact. Some even have identifiable plant
material in the stomach area. Besides being an amazing scientific find, the fossil bed preserves
evidence of the tragedy of the event; there are the remains of what must be a rhino calf trying to
suckle its mother, even after the mother had expired. It is hard to fathom the terror of finding the
air around you turning into powdered glass.

Ashfall was written for the 15th season celebration of the Nebraska Chamber Players. The
work makes use of the Chamber Players at their most numerous. 13 players are required for the
work: a string quartet plus double bass, a wind quintet, harp, piano, and percussion offer their
brutal force, but also their collective tenderness. Three sections are punctuated with interjections
by small music boxes playing themes based on material from the piece. While a study in
contrasts, the piece is just as much a study in connectivity. A handful of musical fragments
remain present throughout the work in spite of the changes in character. Like the fossils at

Ashfall, the fragments are created, buried, and re-exposed, ready to be found by the curious.



PERFORMANCE NOTES:

At the beginning of the piece, there is ca.25” of music (MUSIC BOX 1; see
appendix) to be played by a music box, celeste, or toy piano. The cello
enters just as MUSIC BOX 1 is finishing its last measure or so. At the end
of the harp solo in measure 242, MUSIC BOX 2 begins. As the last few
notes of MUSIC BOX 2 are finishing, piano and low strings begin at
rehearsal 244. At the end of the piece, as the last harp note rings, MUSIC
BOX 3 begins. No great care is needed in aligning the music box sections
with the sections before or after, but there should be some overlapping, but

no more than a measure.

For the premiere of the work by the Nebraska Chamber Players in April of
2012, hand-cranked music boxes that utilize hole-punched strips were used.
It is most effective if, during the music box sections, the stage lighting is
dimmed and a there is a spotlight on the music box. Lights should go to

“blackout” after MUSIC BOX 3 has finished.
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